SHIRE OF DALWALLINU

MINUTES of the Bush Fire Advisory Committee Meeting held in the Dalwallinu Shire Council Chambers, on Wednesday 18 February 2026.
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The Chairperson opened the meeting at 4.33pm.
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Aaron Mills (Chairperson)
Paul Burridge
Shannon Fry
Shaun Fitzsimons
Michael Cail
Rowan McCreery
Hanna Jolly
Jean Knight
Gareth Barnes
Bryce Hathway
Gary Butcher
Tom Wojcik
Melissa Harms
Keith Carter
Jemma Counsel
Natasha Mills
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MOTION

Moved	Shannon Fry
Seconded	Paul Burridge

That the Minutes of the Bush Fire Advisory Committee Meeting of Council held on Monday 15 September 2025 be confirmed.

CARRIED

Chief BUSH Fire Control Officer’s POST Report
The CBFCO presented his report (verbally) at the meeting.



5.0	GENERAL BUSINESS
5.1	Post Season Incident Reports and discussion:

	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Type of Incident
	Brigade
	Report Received

	03/12/2025
	763821
	Coorow May Rd
	Bushfire (large)
	Buntine
	No

	Further Details: Difficult to stop. Burnt through Canola stubble. 

	

	04/12/2025
	764574
	Dalwallinu North Rd, Jibberding
	Bushfire (large)
	Buntine/
Wubin/ Kalannie
	Yes

	Further Details: Late at night. Hard to stop and got in the bush.

	

	14/12/2025
	765292
	Kenny Rd, Wubin
	Bushfire (large)
	Buntine/ Wubin
	No

	Further Details: Field Bins and tractors burnt.

	

	15/12/2025
	765647
	Counsel Rd, Buntine
	Bushfire (large)
	Buntine/ Wubin/SoD/ Dalwallinu
	No

	Further Details: Power outage on the day. No phone reception.

	

	22/12/2025
	766539
	Wests Rd, Buntine
	Bushfire (small)
	Buntine/ Wubin
	No

	Further Details: Discs used.

	

	15/01/2026
	769033
	Hirsch Rd, Latham
	Bushfire (large)
	Buntine
	No

	Further Details: Western Power incident.

	

	04/11/2025
	758419
	Pithara East Rd, Petrudor
	Bushfire (small)
	Dalwallinu/ Kalannie
	No

	Further Details: Lighting strike.

	

	12/11/2025
	760026
	Dalwallinu West Rd
	Fire (Rubbish)
	Dalwallinu
	No

	Further Details: Green waste at the tip.

	

	15/11/2025
	760538
	Pipe McNeill Rd
	Bushfire (large)
	Dalwallinu
	No

	Further Details: Ute on the paddock.

	

	03/12/2025
	763808
	Goodlands
	Bushfire (large)
	Dalwallinu
	No

	Further Details: In the bushland. 

	

	23/12/2025
	766693
	Locke Rd, Dalwallinu
	Bushfire (small)
	Dalwallinu
	No

	Further Details: Ute on the paddock.

	

	04/01/2026
	767946
	Dungey Rd, Dalwallinu
	Fire (structure)
	Dalwallinu
	No

	Further Details: N/A.

	

	02/12/2025
	763726
	Leeson Rd, Goodlands
	Bushfire (small)
	Kalannie
	No

	Further Details: Lighting Strike. By the time Kalannie truck go there the fire was already out.

	

	14/12/2025
	765281
	Kulja Central Rd, Kalannie
	Bushfire (small)
	Kalannie
	Yes

	Further Details: The fire started shortly after the harvest ban was lifted. 

	

	18/11/2025
19/11/2025
	761166/ 761261
	Great Northern Highway, Pithara
	Bushfire (large)
	Pithara/SoD
	No

	Further Details: Lighting Strike. Rain helped to extinguish the fire.

	

	25/11/2025
	762259
	Pithara East Rd, Pithara
	Fire (Other/Rubbish/Vehicle)
	Pithara
	No

	Further Details: Nil

	

	07/09/2025
	745184
	Sutcliffe Rd, Pithara
	Fire (Other/Rubbish/Vehicle)
	SoD
	No

	Further Details: Vehicle fire.

	

	29/10/2025
	757139
	Wilgie Hill Rd, Pithara
	Fire (Other/Rubbish/Vehicle)
	SoD
	No

	Further Details: Nil

	

	27/11/2025
	762769
	Miling North Rd, Dalwallinu
	Bushfire (large)
	SoD
	No

	Further Details: Late in the evening but the fire was hard to put out. Slow response from the volunteers.

	

	04/12/2025
	764006
	Wubin
	Fire (Other/Rubbish/Vehicle)
	Wubin
	No

	Further Details: Header front fire.

	

	13/12/2025
	765174
	Jibberding
	Bushfire (small)
	SoD
	No

	Further Details: Nil.

	

	26/01/2026
	770258
	Arthur St, Wubin
	Bushfire (small)
	Wubin
	No

	Further Details: In the bush close to the town site and BP. 

	

	05/01/2026
	768054
	Bell Rd, Dalwallinu
	Fire (Other/Rubbish/Vehicle)
	Wubin
	No

	Further Details: Vehicle fire.

	

	01/11/2025
	?
	Peterson Rd, Wubin (Batterham)
	Bushfire (large)
	Wubin
	Yes

	Further Details: Delay of getting assistance. 



General Comments from the fire season:
G Barnes:	Farmers response units are very well equipped.
P Burridge:	Very good, quick response most fires during the season.
A Mills:	Concern about some locations when no response is far away. Request unit from DFES for Goodlands during peak season October to December. Speed tillers work well during the season. Units always to follow discs on the fire ground.

5.2	Training Required for Fire Control Officer’s before 26/27 Fire Season
Fire Control Officer training expires 06/05/2026 for Gareth Barnes, Shaun Fitzsimons and Shannon Fry. Refresher course required.

Tom Wojcik has indicated he wants to complete the course as well. Dates have been sent to him.

Action: Hanna Jolly to email course dates out.



5.3	WhatsApp Group
	Query received during the season if all community members be added or just active bushfire volunteers? FCO’s to clarify.

Action All members accepted. Admin to ensure the group is strictly fire related information. Currently working well. Group currently has 351 members, WhatsApp limit us 1024 members. 
Hanna Jolly to set up new FCO WhatsApp group as none of the current members are the admin.

5.4	Communications and other equipment
	Starlink (Aaron Mills) and handheld radios distributed to all brigades. Any feedback?

	Any other equipment to be added to 2026/27 budget?

Action Starlink and radios working well. No need for any further sets.
Other equipment to be budgeted for 2026/27: Blowtorch and full-face masks for all the trucks.

5.6	Other Matters
	Harvest Bans
10 minutes to be added to the time allowing exit from the paddocks before SMS is sent out. FCO to be mindful of the time delay when passing the information to the Shire.

	Burning Permits
	Advocacy by FCOs to make issuing permits easier for the evenings (fire danger rating high) when the following day fire danger rating is moderate. 

	Direction of Harvesting 
FCO’s to promote to farmers when possible. 

	Fire Reporting FCO’s to provide details to FCO WhatsApp group the day after the incident with following information:
· Incident number
· type of fire
· how/where did the fire start
· any equipment involved
· how was the fire fought
· area burnt
· description & estimate of losses.
		
Shire or trained volunteers to complete the reporting. 
Hanna Jolly will email electronic IRS reporting course details out when courses become available. Aim to move away from paper based reports. 

	Truck Equipment
Second canon for Wubin Truck requested.
	Hanna Jolly to investigate and include in 2026/2027 budget.



Fire Ground communication 
Gary Butcher mentioned that more communication and updates from the fire ground would be beneficial via WhatsApp.
	
	Local Equipment availability (speed tillers, loaders) 
Seems to be more available at fires.

Storage of Fire Trucks 
Shire has received advise from LGIS (Local Government Insurance Services) that they do not recommend bushfire trucks to be stored anywhere else than the purpose-built stations. 

Hanna Jolly to distribute the email to FCO’s and this can be discussed in the pre-season meeting in September 2026.
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6.0	CLOSURE
There being no further business, the Chairperson closed the meeting at 6.15pm.
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