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Its Nearly Christmas !  

It’s nearly that time of year 

again Santa is on his way, 

the Dalwallinu Shire and the 

Dalwallinu & Districts Lions club 

have been working very hard to 

bring you this year’s Christmas 

Street Party for 2020. The 

evening will be on Friday 11 

December 2020, at Memorial 

Park Dalwallinu. Johnston Street 

will be shut to vehicle traffic 

from 5pm, there will be fun for 

all ages we have kid’s inflatables, 

bouncy castles and water slides 

so bring your bathers! At 5.30 

P & J transport will be hosting 

the annual dress up your bike 

competition.At 6.00pm Santa will 

arrive and will be handing out 

presents at the Christmas tree. 

There will also be a live band 

and food and drinks available. 

This is a free community event and 

would love to see everyone there. 



Place of wheat and wattle....

CEO Chit Chat 

CEO Jean Knight
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The Bell Street subdivision 

earthworks were completed 

early November. Western Power 

have energised the site and there is 

a mad rush to have the titles issued 

so that the buyers can proceed with 

building. The Shire were recently 

advised of an additional $543,345 

in funding from the Australian 

Government in addition to the 

$759,910 that was provided earlier 

in the year. Council will now be 

seeking projects that fit the Local 

Roads & Community Infrastructure 

Program guidelines for inclusion 

in the 2021-2022 budget. The

Staff have been kept extremely 

busy the first five months of this 

year with 35% of our planned 

capital projects completed and 

a further 32% have commenced.

New lean to at Kalannie Sports Pavillion 

We continue to lobby Development 

WA to proceed with business cases 

for the development of further 

residential and industrial land in 

the Dalwallinu townsite. Please 

register your interest for industrial 

land with the Shire if you haven’t 

done so already. This will definitely 

help us prove there is demand. 

Don’t forget to come along and 

join us for the Annual Street Party 

on Friday 11 December 2020. 

This month we welcomed 

Megan Pipe to the Shire as our 

Records & Administration Officer.

Progress shots of the works happening at  
Memorial Park Toilets 
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT 

The Shire of Dalwallinu is a vibrant, growing community, bucking the 

trend of Wheatbelt Shires in that our population is stable. Evidence 

indicates that the liveability of a community including availability of goods 

and services along with opportunities for recreation and sport are key to 

maintaining a stable happy population and encouraging new residents.  

It is important that locals support local businesses who provide employment, keeping 

people in work, teachers, health professionals and other service providers in the 

community. The Shire is working with local businesses to encourage local people to 

shop local by facilitating a Shop Local Campaign promoting the goods and services 

available in our wonderful Shire. This month’s spotlight on a local is the  Old Convent.

Business of the Month 
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1. Tell us about your business?

The Old Convent was built in 1923 as a private residence by Mr Meredith Roberts who was known as the man with the 

house on the hill. In 1934 it was purchased by the Catholic Church and the church building was built which housed a 

chapel.  The Catholic Church operated the property as a boarding school for girls as well as a unisex day school. It was sold 

in 1964 and has since been used as a veterinary clinic, as well as a tourist lodge and function centre. It closed and became 

a private residence during the 1990’s. Mum drove past it almost daily from our farm into town and just loved it, so when 

it was listed for sale in 2013 we bought it and have operated it as The Old Convent ever since. There were 11 rooms when 
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT 
we first started and we now have 28. We have modernised 

the accommodation and function rooms, added ensuite 

bathrooms and landscaped the gardens. Managing 

the business has been a steep learning curve for me, 

but I love talking to people and learning from them. 

There is always a need for quality accommodation in 

Dalwallinu and that need is going to continue to grow.

 

2. What are your connections to Dalwallinu?

I was born in Dalwallinu & was brought up on our 

family farm east of Dalwallinu at Xantippe with my two 

brothers.  I am the fourth generation of pioneer farmers 

on both sides of my family and have lived here all my life 

aside from two years during which I boarded at school in 

Perth.  All my family are here and I have a little daughter 

Zoe who has just turned one. Like my family I have 

always believed in giving back and I have done lots of 

volunteering, including 12 years on the Dalwallinu Football 

and Hockey Club committee. I am still on the Dalwallinu 

and District Tourism Association Committee and I make 

myself available where I can to help out with local events.

 
3. How many employees do you have?

The Old Convent has five employees currently. The 

numbers vary during wildflower season and busy periods 

we can have 8-10 staff. We have two live in employees,  

a handyman and a cleaner. It can be challenging to attract 

and retain staff. We are always keen to support local 

people who want employment in the town and we are 

happy to support employees who are keen to learn to 

develop skills and experience in hospitality and tourism.

4. What might we not know about you?

The Old Convent not only provides accommodation 

and meals for guests, we also have a function room 

and can cater for private events, conferences, meetings 

and workshops. We offer catering for off-site events 

and have the capacity to do anything from a buffet or 

sit down meal to finger foods. We regularly have work 

crews staying when they are working on projects within 

the Shire and surrounds. We provide them with packed 

lunches as well as breakfast and evening meals. We are 

happy to be flexible to suit the needs of the diverse range 

of guests we have staying. Depending upon our staffing 

we have held different functions for the community 

such as monthly and special occasion dinners like 

Valentine’s Day and Christmas in July, along with a variety 

of workshops. We are always receptive to community 

suggestions for events they might like to have here.

5. How do you see the economic situation in 

Dalwallinu?

The town is getting bigger and is going to keep growing. It’s 
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT 
great that we have a young population. By the time Zoe gets 

to school she will have about 20 children in her class, which 

is huge for a rural school. It’s really nice to see people basing 

themselves here. We are so well located, there is everything 

here and the relaxed and safe lifestyle is great for families. 

The only barriers I see to the town continuing to grow are 

people’s thought processes. If locals think to try and keep 

their money in the town instead of going outside then we 

will continue to be a vibrant and growing community. There 

is so much work for tradespeople and contractors and I think 

that is because of the population and business growth. The 

demand for residential and industrial land is an indication 

of how committed people are to living and working here.

6. How do you market and promote your business?

We use social media for a lot of our advertising and 

promotion- we advertise on Facebook and Instagram, 

and we have an email database where we promote the 

business to returning customers and stakeholder groups.  

We advertise in the Have A Go News which is a free tourism 

paper, and we are part of the Australia’s Golden Outback 

tourism group, where we also promote our business. Word  

of mouth is a big part of our promotion. We have returning  

guests who come year after year, and also 

have corporate customers who use us 

whenever they are doing work in the Shire.

7. What would help your business grow and stay 

viable?

The Old Convent relies on people coming into town who 

need somewhere to stay for the majority of our business, 

and so the continued promotion of the Shire as a great 

tourist destination is really important to us.  We want people 

to realise that the Wheatbelt has a lot to offer, so marketing 

of the Shire as a tourist destination is really important to us. 

We know that Dalwallinu is ideally placed and has everything 

here for travellers to base themselves here whilst they are 

exploring the Wheatbelt. We need to get that message out 

more widely. We are proud of our Shire and want to share it, 

which is the main reason we took on the Old Convent at the 

beginning.  The continuation of projects in the Shire, like the 

Recreation Centre upgrade, Bell St subdivision and ongoing 

road upgrades also bring us a lot of trade.   Local people 

supporting local businesses is the best way to keep the Shire 

prosperous with ongoing projects that make for a liveable 
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT 
community.  That will help our business stay viable but it 

will also help all local businesses and it will make Dalwallinu 

a great place where people want to stay and to move to.

8. What message do you want to send to the 

community?

Support local if you want Dalwallinu to keep thriving 

for our children. Before you go elsewhere to shop, 

go in and have a look what local businesses have to 

offer. Support local initiatives and events where you 

can. You mightn’t think it matters but it really does.

To contact Kirsty call 0428 663 015 or email admin@

theoldconventdalwallinu.com.au



Place of wheat and wattle....
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Library News 

Now that things have quietened 

down at the Discovery Centre, 

we are spending time tidying and 

organising the library. Overdue 

notices have been sent for items 

that are more than 2 months 

overdue. We ask that if you have 

overdue items that you return them 

as soon as you can. Our contract 

with the State Library requires that 

we stocktake regularly and notify 

SLWA of lost or damaged items. 

There may also be costs associated 

with lost or unreturned items. 

This month has been notable for 

the number of movies that have 

come into stock. Our exchange 

contained numerous new movies 

and we also received a donation 

of dozens of DVDs in immaculate 

condition from Christie Andrews. 

Thanks Christie! If you are looking 

for a way to beat the heat and 

keep the kids entertained pop 

in and see what’s in stock. 

SLWA have opened some grant 

opportunities for technology and 

pilot programs to be run next year. 

We are looking at applying for a grant 

for iPads so we can offer podcasts, 

e resources and digital programs. 

We are also looking to apply for 

funding to purchase resources 

to assist with the delivery of the 

Better Beginnings program we will 

be running in partnership with the 

CRC next year. Watch this space for 

the outcome of our applications. 

Discovery Centre 
Discussion 

We held the final shop local meeting 

on November 20th, as it is intended 

the proposed Chamber of Commerce 

will take over the role of the meetings. 

We will continue to have Shop Local 

business interviews in the Shire 

newsletter and a Shire representative 

at Chamber of Commerce meetings. 

We would like to thank those 

business people who have taken 

time to attend the meetings and 

provide their knowledge and advice. 

We will continue to work on the ideas 

that have come from the meetings.



Place of wheat and wattle....
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Safe WA 

From Saturday 5 December 2020, 

the State Government has made 

it mandatory to trace visitors 

to our community facilities.

Please download the free 

SafeWA app from the App store.

The Shire of Dalwallinu QR 

code will be at the entrance to 

all of our community facilities.

The app is not mandatory. 

We will have paper based 

registers at our facilities as well.

Public Notice

The Public ablution facilities located 

at memorial park are currently 

under construction, there are 

public ablutions located across 

the road next to the Dalwallinu 

Discovery Centre that can be used, 

apologies for any inconvenience. 

We are updating our SMS Alert 

Register. If you wish to be on our 

SMS alert register please send an 

email to shire@dalwallinu.wa.gov.

au with your name, mobile number 

and township.

Public Notice

Don't forget to wear your PPE 

when attending fires this season.

You would not attend an 

incident without water so please 

don't attend without PPE.

Public Notice

Shire Office: Closed 24/12/2020 

3pm and re-opens 4/01/2021 

8.30am.

DDC & Library:   Close 23/12/2020 

3.00pm and re opens 05/01/2021 

8.30am.

We Are Open !

Dalwallinu 24/7 Gym is open for 

business! Want to shift some of those 

extra iso kilos ? Come into the Shire 

and ask to see the Gym. 12 month 

memberships available with different 

payment options. 



Place of wheat and wattle....

      2021

        COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Shire of Dalwallinu Ordinary Council Meetings will be held on the 
following dates and times unless otherwise advised;

DATE DAY TIME PLACE 
23 February 2021 Tuesday 3.30pm Council Chambers 

23 March 2021 Tuesday 3.30pm Council Chambers 

27 April 2021 Tuesday 3.30pm Council Chambers

25 May 2021 Tuesday 3.30pm Council Chambers

22 June 2021 Tuesday 3.30pm Council Chambers

27 July 2021 Tuesday 3.30pm Council Chambers

24 August 2021 Tuesday 3.30pm Council Chambers

28 September 2021 Tuesday 3.30pm Council Chambers

26 October 2021 Tuesday 3.30pm Council Chambers

23 November 2021 Tuesday 3.30pm Council Chambers

21 December 2021 Tuesday 3.30pm Council Chambers

Chief Executive Officer 

Jean Knight

1 December 2020
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Place of wheat and wattle....

The Shire has the following lots available:

Lot 572 (16) Sawyer Avenue (893m2) 

Lot 2 Bell St  (809m2)

Lot 3 & 5 Bell St  (765m2)

Please forward your offer for any of the above lots to:

Chief Executive Officer, Jean Knight

Via email to ceo@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

Are you looking for 
vacant land in  
Dalwallinu ?

P  9661 0500        F 9661 1097        E shire@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au        W www.dalwallinu.wa.gov.au



Place of wheat and wattle....

Shire President
Steven Carter
0428 663 017
president@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

Deputy Shire President
Keith Carter
0428 643 051
crkcarter@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

Councillor
Brett Boys
0413 740 320
crbboys@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

Councillor
Anita Dickins
0429 621 112
cradickins@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

Councillor
Karen Christian
0427 183 363
crkchristian@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

Councillor
Melissa Harms
0437 663 035
crmharms@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

Councillor
Noel Mills
0428 611 304
crnmills@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

Councillor
Karen McNeill JP
0429 020 285   
crkmcneill@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

Check out our website: www.dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

Next Ordinary Meeting of Council 3:30pm Tuesday 15 December 2020 
Council Chambers, 58 Johnston Street, Dalwallinu

Your Elected Members

EMAILS WANTED!!
The Shire of Dalwallinu would like to share this and other relevant information with the community via an email database. If you are 

interested in receiving this information by email please send your contact details to ea@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au
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Upcoming Road Works

Construction Crew: 

• Re-sealing Bell Road 

• Re- sealing Pithsra West Road 

• Shoulder Reconstruction on Rabbit Proof Fence Road 

If  you See it Report It !

To report Damage to the Shire please call 9661 

0500 or to report vandalism please contact the 

Police 131 444.


