
Survey of the housing needs of area residents 60 and older 

Dear Resident, 

Supporting the building of seniors’ housing is a priority for the Shire. There is a range of 
possible options for seniors’ housing, including: 

• rental units with no services for independent living.
• rental units with supported living services.
• affordable housing for those on a limited income to purchase.

To identify the types of projects that will be the most appropriate for the seniors of the area, 
we need to get a sense of your needs, your preferences, when required and what’s 
important to you. The survey is being conducted by the Shire to ascertain community needs 
into the future and to inform planning and budgeting. 

Even if you are not planning to stay in the area, or have little interest in seniors’ housing, 
please consider filling out the survey. Some questions are directed to you, and we need to 
hear from as many people as possible. 

Feel free to complete Q30 and make additional comments. Your ideas are important to us. 

Copies of the survey are available: 
• Dalwallinu Shire Office
• Dalwallinu Discovery Centre
• Shire website www.dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

Surveys can be returned to: 

• Dalwallinu Shire Office
• Dalwallinu Discovery Centre
• By post to PO Box 141 Dalwallinu WA 6609
• Email to shire@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

Please return the survey by close of business Friday 20 February 2026. 

This survey is about your future. Thank you for participating.  

Jean Knight 
     Chief Executive Officer 

         Shire of Dalwallinu 
   ceo@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au 

mailto:ceo@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au


 
 

SURVEY QUESTIONS 
 
 
For each question, please select the option or fill in the blank that describes your situation or 
opinion. Do not select more than one option unless invited to do so. To keep the survey 
anonymous, please do not identify yourself. 
 
DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 
 
Q1. What town or location do you live in? (Dalwallinu, Kalannie, Wubin, Buntine, on a farm) 
__________________________________ 
 
 

Q2. What is your age group? If you are part of a couple, please indicate the age group of your 
partner or spouse. 
 

 You Your partner/spouse 
60 – 64 years   

65 – 69 years   

70 – 74 years   

75 – 79 years   

80 years and over   
 
 

Q3. Do you live alone? Yes No 
 
 

Q4. If you live with someone else, do you live with (select all that apply): 
 

□ my spouse or partner 
□ a child (young or adult) or grandchild □ 
another relation 
□ a friend □ 
other 

 
 

Q5. Do you own or rent your current home? (circle one) 
 

own rent 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

UNIVERSAL ACCESS/WHEELCHAIR FRIENDLY 

Q6. Do you have or need any of the following in your home (select all that apply): 
 
  

Have 
 

Need 
Don’t have and 
don’t need 

at least one entry with only one or no steps    

ramped entrance instead of or in addition to steps    

front door wide enough for wheelchair passage 
(at least 90cm clear) 

   

bathroom door wide enough for wheelchair 
passage (at least 90cm clear) 

   

room to manoeuvre a wheelchair in the bathroom  
& kitchen 

   

grab rails near the bath or shower    

grab rails near the toilet    
 
 

Q7. Overall, how do you feel about your current housing situation? 
 

□ very satisfied 
□ satisfied 
□ neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 

□ dissatisfied 
□ very dissatisfied 

 
 
HOUSING PREFERENCES 

 
Q8. Do you need or want to live in seniors’ housing at this time? **By this we mean housing 
in independent living units with or without supportive services (such as meals, shopping, 
personal care, home help, transport). 

 
□ Yes – please go to question 19. 

 
□ No – please go to the next question. 

 
 

Q9. If you answered no: if seniors’ housing were available, do you think you might want to 
move to it in the future? 

 
Yes No 

 
 

Q10. If you needed supportive services such as meals, home help, personal care, shopping, 
transport in the future, would you prefer to stay in your current home and receive those 
services there? 

 
Yes No 



 
 

Q11. If you might move to seniors’ housing in the future, when is that likely to be? 
 

□ within 1 to 2 years 
□ 3 – 5 years 

□ 6 – 10 years  
□ over 10 years 

 
 

Q12. If you are thinking about moving to other housing in Dalwallinu or in the area that is 
not seniors’ housing (that does not include any supportive services), would you rather: 
 

□ rent □ own 
 
 

Q13. If you prefer to own, what kind and what size of home would you look for? (select all 
that apply) 
 

□ Housing unit, no garden 
□ Housing unit, some garden 
□ free standing house with garden 
 

Q14. If you prefer to own, what is your price range? 
 

□ $250,000 - $300,000 
□ $300,000 – $350,000 
□ more than $350,000 
□ it depends on how much I can sell my current house for 

 
 

Q15. If you prefer to rent, which would you prefer? 
 

□ free standing house 
□ independent living unit in a multi-unit development 

 
 

Q16. If you prefer to rent, how many bedrooms do you need? 
 

□ one bedroom  
□ two bedrooms 
□ three or more bedrooms 

 
 

Q17. If you prefer to rent, about how much can you pay per fortnight (not including utilities): 
 

□ $300 or less 
□ $300-500 

□ over $500 



 
SENIORS’ HOUSING 
 
Q18. If seniors’ housing that you wanted and/or needed were available in Dalwallinu or in 
the area, would you be likely to stay in town or in the area? 
 

Yes No 
 

Q19. If you answered no, what is your reason for leaving? 
 

 □ want to be closer to family 
 □ prefer to be in a different location 
 □ prefer to be in a larger urban centre  

 

Other: _______________________________________ 
 
 

Q20. Please indicate the type of dwelling you are most interested in for seniors’ housing. 
 

□ single-storey house □ unit in a shared or multi-unit 
residence 

 
 

Q21. If you moved into a shared or multi-unit seniors’ residence, what size housing unit 
would you need? 
 

□ bedsitting unit with en-suite bathroom  
□ one-bedroom unit 
□ two-bedroom unit 

 
 

Q22. If you moved into a shared or multi-unit seniors’ residence, would you prefer to keep 
your car? 
 

Yes No 
 
 

Q23. In seniors’ housing, what are your needs or preferences for meal preparation? 
 

□ my own kitchen to prepare my own meals 
□ a kitchenette, so I can prepare some light meals or breakfast and have most      

meals prepared for me  
 
 



Q24. What kind of payment or financing arrangement are you interested in for seniors’ 
housing? If you select more than one, please rank them in order of importance to you by 
writing a number next to the option. 

 

____ I would be interested in paying per month for housing. 
____ I would be interested in purchasing a housing unit. 
 

 

Q25. If you own your own home, do you need to sell your house before you can make a 
decision about what kind of seniors’ housing you can live in or what kind of financial 
commitment you can make? 

 

Yes No 
 
 

Q26. “Affordable housing” for rental properties refers to units with rents that are 65%-80% 
of the market rate. These units are more modest in size, design and amenities in comparison 
with market-rate units, and are rented to people with lower incomes. If affordable housing 
for seniors were available, are you likely to apply for it? 

 

Yes No 
 
 

Q27. What is important to you about a location for a seniors’ residence? 
 
  

 
Not at all 
important 

No strong 
feeling one 
way or the 
other 

 
 
Somewhat 
important 

 
 

Very 
important 

Within 5 minutes’ walk to downtown     
Within 10 minutes’ walk to downtown     
Close to the hospital     
In a residential setting surrounded by 
other homes 

    

 
Other: 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Q28. Does anyone in your home (including yourself) have a health condition lasting for six 
months or more that makes it difficult to get around inside the house, or in and out of the 
house? 

 

Yes No



Q29. Please indicate if you are currently receiving any of the following supportive care 
services from an organisation or from individuals. If you are not currently receiving 
supportive care but would like to, please indicate which services: 
(Remember: this survey is anonymous.) 

 
 Currently 

receiving 
Not receiving but 
would like to 

Meals delivered   

Housework   

Laundry   

Home and yard maintenance (e.g., lawn mowing)   

Driving and transportation   

Personal care (e.g., bathing, dressing)   

Medication supervision/other home health 
assistance 

  

Shopping for essentials (e.g., groceries)   
 

Other services you are currently receiving: _______________________________ 
 

Other services not receiving but would like to: ____________________________ 
 
 
 
 

YOUR TURN 
 
Q30. Is there anything you would like to tell us about this survey, about seniors’ housing, or 
any housing issue or concern? 

 
 
 
 
 
NAME:_____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you again for your time and care in filling out this survey. 


