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Cr Hickleton has been an 
active community member in 
Dalwallinu for many years.  

He has served on multiple 
recreational committees and 
has developed an understanding 
of the challenges in regional 
WA. His aim is to help create 
a stimulated, healthy and safe 
environment for all to enjoy. His 
desire to serve is strongly driven 
by his young family who enjoy 
the many facilities of the Shire, 
which he wishes to help develop 
and grow. He has the belief that 
we can always find ways to grow. 

Cr Hickleton was elected to 
Council in October 2025. His 
term will expire in October 2027.

Email: crshickleton@dalwallinu.
wa.gov.au

2025  Local Government 
Election Results Shire

welcomes 
Shane Hickleton 
as newly Elected 
Councillor
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, Jean Knight JP

CEO Chit Chat

Capital Projects 2025 - 2026

Congratulations to the Councillors 
who were elected at the recent 
Ordinary Election held on Saturday 
18 October 2025. 

We welcome back Councillors, 
Keith Carter who was re-elected 
as the Shire President, Shannon 
Dawson, Jemma Counsel, Di Cream 
and we welcome newly elected Cr 
Shane Hickelton. 

We also congratulate Cr Melissa 
Harms, who was elected as the 
Deputy President.

The voter turnout for the election 
was a little disappointing with only 
18.3% of electors casting their 
vote. The current Minister for Local 
Government is considering making 
Local Government elections 
compulsory, so we shall see what 
happens in that space.

Over the past few weeks, we have 
seen a rise of vandalism within the 
Shire. We ask all of the community 
to remain vigilant and if you see 
anything out of the ordinary, 
please report it to the Shire or the 
Dalwallinu Police.

We are currently advertising for a 
Trainee in either a Certificate II in 
Rural Operations or a Certificate 
III in Civil Operations. This is an 
excellent opportunity for a career 
in local government.

Don’t forget to save the date of 
the Annual Street Party – Friday 
12 December 2025. We are just 
looking for a community group 
who wishes to raise some funds by 
providing another food option on 
the night.

Nominations are open for the 
2026 Australia Day Awards. Please 
contact Deb Whitehead from the 
Shire for further information. We 
did not receive any nominations 
for the 2025 awards, so we look 
forward to receiving nominations 
this year by Friday 14 November 
2025.

I would like to acknowledge the 
passing of former Councillor Helen 
Nankivell, who passed away on 
19 October 2025. Helen was a 
Councillor from 1993 - 2007. My 
deepest sympathy to her family 
during this time.

This month we welcome on board 
Dean Draper who joins us as a 
General Hand. 

Just a reminder to the community 
to follow the Shire of Dalwallinu 
Facebook page. 

We do advertise on our website 
and in the TL and Kapers, however 
the easiest way to follow any news 
from the Shire is to follow our page.
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Cr Keith Carter,  SHIRE PRESIDENT

A Word from the Shire President

As a result of the October local 
government elections, I thank 
Cr Di Cream, Cr Jemma Counsel 
and Cr Shannon Dawson for their 
continued civic service having 
being elected for another term. 

I am honoured to have been both 
re-elected to Council and to also to 
continue to serve as Shire President 
which I will do to the best of my 
ability. I also welcome Cr Shane 
Hickleton as a new councillor and 
hope he is looking forward to his 
new position on council.

After our special meeting I look 
forward to working with our new 
Vice President Melissa Harms. 

I would like to acknowledge and 
thank Cr Steven Carter for all his 
help and advice during his time as 
Deputy President. I don’t imagine 
this will change as he has a wealth 
of experience and numerous 
interests.

There have been numerous fires 
already this season and it is good to 
see landholders have prepared well 
and these have been controlled 
quite quickly. 

A few things have been learned 
about best farm practice in some 
of these fires. Also I think farmers 
need to be particularly careful on 
Sundays as many volunteers and 
fire officers have sport and other 
social commitments. 

Sadly I acknowledge the passing of 
another former Councillor in Helen 
Nankivell who recently died. 

Helen was a Councillor for the 
Shire from 1993 to 2007 which is 
a considerable period of service to 
the community.  We pass on our 
condolences to her family.

All best wishes with a safe and 
efficient harvest. 

Christmas
Closure Dates

Closed:
3pm, 22 December 2025 to

8.30am, 5 January 2026
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Employment - Traineeships

We’re
looking for

Certificate III in Civil
Construction Plant Operations

                              
                              OR

Certificate II in Rural Operations

A TRAINEE

COURSES

for
further
info
contact

Deb Whitehead
ea@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

Commencing: february 2026
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Public Notices

Do you want to help educate our future Doctors?
We will be hosting 20 second-year medical students from 
Curtin University who will participate in the Curtin Medical 
School Student Rural Immersion Week in conjunction with 
the Shire of Dalwallinu, with the aim of inspiring them to 
pursue careers in rural Western Australia.  During their 
stay, they will visit local farms, industry, general practices, 
hospitals and schools, and engage in community 
activities.

Do you live in or near Dalwallinu?
As a host, we will ask you to provide accommodation for 
one, two or more students for three nights, be able to 
assist with transporting them to/from town, and share 
what it is like to live in your town with the students. If you 
only have the ability to any students please still consider 
this. If you are interested give Deb a call to discuss this 
matter further.

Curtin Medical School Student Rural Immersion Week 
TUESDAY 10 MARCH TO FRIDAY 13 MARCH 2026

Share our town a nd ru ra l  l ifes tyletown a nd ru ra l  l ifes tyle
with doctors of the future

Why host?
We would love to hear from you!
This is a life-changing experience for the students, with 
many having no previous exposure to rural life. By 
providing these rural immersion opportunities early in 
their degree, it has been proven that students are more 
likely to explore rural career opportunities and have a 
better understanding of treating rural patients. Some 
students continue to keep in touch and visit their host 
families, some return to do seasonal work and 
placements, others have joined mentoring programs and 
some have inspired host family members to pursue 
tertiary studies in health and medicine.

For further information, contact Deb Whitehead: 
T 0409 931 407 
E ea@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

DO YOU HAVE ROOM FOR UP TO 2 MEDICAL 
STUDENTS FOR THREE NIGHTS?
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Residential Land for Sale

ONLY 1
LOT LEFT
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Works & Services
Works on Dowerin-Kalannie Road

Did You Register 
your animals by 

31 October? 
Please remember 
to register them 

immediately.
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2025 Council Meeting Dates

For more information  
on how to loan this kit 
please contact Gillian 
at the Dalwallinu 
Library.

Library on Wheels
Every fortnight, the Dalwallinu library hits the road 
to deliver library books to people who are unable to 
attend the library in person. 

The service operates every second Thursday and goes 
to the hospital, Acacia House and private homes in 
Dalwallinu for a collection of avid readers who have 
eclectic tastes ranging from thrillers, romance and 
family sagas to history, biographies and stories about 
animals.

The books are available in formats from large print to 
audio books and normal print. It keeps us on our toes 
trying to find new materials for people who consume 
books in the way other people consume food and is 
the highlight of Gillian’s work when she succeeds.  
 
New patrons to the service are most welcome, so if 
you or someone you know would like to join the library 
on wheels contact the library on 96611805 or ao1@
dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

If you would like to have a stall at the 2025 Christmas 
Street Party please contact Chief Executive Officer 
Jean Knight to discuss.
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Industrial Land for Sale

ONLY
3

LOTS
LEFT
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Public Notices

Department of Transport Licensing Hours
Monday to Friday from 8.30am to 4.00pm

The Shire of Dalwallinu offer licensing facilities on behalf of the Department 
of Transport. The licensing hours are set by the Department of Transport.

Please ensure you attend the offices early and allow adequate time for 
processing of your paperwork as the Department of Transport Licensing 
computers close at 4pm. 

Shire staff do not have access after that time to Licensing computers.  

If you wish to contact the Department of Licensing their number is 13 11 56 and their website is                                                                    
https://www.transport.wa.gov.au/licensing/licensing.asp

Harvest Ban SMS Service
A test message was sent for the Harvest Ban SMS Service 
on 20 October 2025.

Please contact Customer Service Officers on 9661 0500 
or email sfo@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au if you would like to 
be removed from this service.

To be added contact our Customer Service Officers or 
email sfo@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au. The following details 
are required
•	 First & Last Name
•	 Employer
•	 Mobile
•	 Permanent or 2025/2025 Season List

Prohibited Burning Period to commence 15 November
The Burning Prohibited Period will commence from 15 November to 14 
February.

The Open Period is from 16 March to 30 September - Burning is prohibited 
on very high or extreme fire days.  Burning Permits are required during 
the periods of 1 October to 14 November and 15 February to 15 March.  
Burning permits can be obtained from a Fire Control Officer. When 
applying for a permit you will need to provide property details for which 
the permit is to apply.

During Harvest time the Shire of Dalwallinu administers the Harvest Ban SMS Service. As soon as a harvest ban 
is called all mobile phones registered will receive a SMS directly to their mobile phone.

This service is free of any direct charge. Please note that Harvest Bans are called by the Volunteer Fire Control 
Officers. We urge you to register your details at the Shire. Farmers and business owners, if you have staff who 
have moved on and you wish to check, or to have them removed from this service please contact Christie.
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The Dalwallinu library is more than 
just a place filled with books — 
it’s a gateway to endless worlds 
of imagination, knowledge, and 
discovery. 

Every shelf holds stories waiting 
to be explored and ideas ready to 
inspire. Whether you’re diving into 
a thrilling mystery, researching a 
new topic, or simply enjoying a 
quiet moment, the library offers 
a calm escape from the outside 
world.

Author of 
the Month 

- Jill Mansell

Dalwallinu Discovery Centre Information
Youth Advisory Council

The Youth Advisory Council has 
now appointed new members. 

We are looking forward to our 
first meeting to discuss fresh ideas 
for the new year. If you have any 
suggestions as what you would like 
to see or do in town, please feel 
free to contact me on 
AO1@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

While the Wildflower season is 
drawing to a close for another 
season, the Dalwallinu Discovery 
Centre is still the place to go for 
planning your next adventure and 
exploration. 

It serves as a hub of information, 
guiding travelers to the best local 
attractions, landmarks, and hidden 
gems. With friendly staff, maps, the 
centre helps tourists discover the 
beauty and history of the area. 

Whether planning a relaxing 
getaway or an action-packed 
journey, the Discovery Centre 
is the perfect starting point for 
unforgettable experiences and 
lasting memories.

Visitor Centre

Library News

Open - Monday to Friday, call in to find your next read.

A brief summary of Jill Mansell - A 
British author of romantic comedy. 
Her books have sold over fifteen 
million copies worldwide.

She is among the bestselling 
and most well-known romcom 
authors. She is one of the top 20 
British female novelists of the 21st 
century (in terms of sales) and has 
been worth almost £14.5m ($22.25 
Australian Dollars) to the market 
since 2000. 

In 2009, The Daily Telegraph listed 
her as one of the best-selling 
authors of the decade. 

Her novel Rumour Has It spent 
eight weeks on The Sunday Times’ 
bestseller list in 2009, and the 
paperback ranked third on The 
Sunday Times’ bestseller list.  

An Offer You Can’t Refuse was 
on The Sunday Times’ paperback 
charts for five weeks in 2008.
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2025-2026 Recycle Calendar Dates



Next Ordinary Meeting of Council  - 5.00pm  Tuesday 25 November 2025
Dalwallinu Council Chambers, 58 Johnston Street, Dalwallinu  WA  6609

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND
The public are invited to attend any Ordinary Council Meeting to ask questions of the Shire & Councillors. 
Ordinary Council Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of every month (except January) commencing at 
5.00pm unless advertised otherwise.

ELECTED ELECTED 
MEMBERS OF MEMBERS OF 

SHIRE OF SHIRE OF 
DALWALLINUDALWALLINU

COUNCILCOUNCIL

YOUR EMAILS WANTED
The Shire of Dalwallinu like to regularly share relevant information with the community. Follow us on facebook (Shire of Dalwallinu), 

visit our website (www.dalwallinu.wa.gov.au) or phone us 08 9661 0500 if you require any assistance. 
If you wish to receive this newsletter electronically use the Contact Us tab on our website or email ea@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

Shire President
Cr Keith Carter
0428 643 051

crkcarter@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

Cr Diane Cream
0417 908 317

crdcream@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

Cr Shannon Dawson 
0429 922 592

crsdawson@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

Deputy Shire President
 

Cr Melissa Harms
0437 663 035

crmharms@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au  

Cr Jemma Counsel
0428 642 085

crjcounsel@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au 

Cr Steven Carter
0428 663 017

crscarter@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au

Cr Shane Hickleton
0421 201 256

crshickleton@dalwallinu.wa.gov.au


